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My much Eſteemed Friend! = 

„ the Worſbipful 
Mr. MAYOR and ALDERMEN, 


And the reſt of the Honeſt Gentlemen in the 
Cor poration and Town of Hertford ; &c. 
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Gentlemen, ; 
HEN I undertook to fix the Auditory: 

in the Orthodox I enets of Chriſtani= 

f 


7 as well as to continue their Con- 
I verſation ſteddy, regular and juſt, I intended the f 
W ſo/lowing Diſcourſe ſhould have been no farther | 
Public; but being intreated to give a Copy off 
| | the ſame, for the recovery of what they heard, | 


that they might the better Communicate the Par- 
TY ticularsi 


ticulars to ſome at that time Abſent, and (I 
Hope) for no other than good and commendable 
Ends : I have accordingly ſent a Copy, faith= 
fully tranſcribed ; and deſire, into whoſeſoever 
Hands it falls, that they will endeavour to 2 
their Character with the Title Page; Nothing 
being more to the Satigfaction of | \\ AR 


'G E: N TAI. EME N, 


Octob. 24 
170 5. 


Your moſt Humble Servant, 


” 
* 


Hatton Daches. 
1 WR. 


/ EPHES 


EPHES. iy, 14. 
hat we  benceforward be. no more C bildren, fo ſed to and fro, | 


and carried about with every Wind of DecErine, by the | 
eight of Men, and cunning ae, whercy th, 7 lie | 


© SL: 
in wait to deceive. 1 


1 * 
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HE Apoſtle i in TR Cup rating che NI. 
ceſſity of maintaining Unit the Worthip | 
of God, in Opp oſition to ſr 18 who make 
Rents and Diviſicrs in the Church of Chriſt, } 
ays this Foundation, That there is One Lord, one Faith. 


2 4 


ud one Baptiſm, verſe 5. imply ing thereby, that all Pro- 
lors. of ee e Religion Gone 4 with 
ne Voice, to Clorifie that Lord, to believe all that Sacred} 
iſtory relates of him, and obey all his Inſtitutions and} 
)rdinances with one Conſent, remaining in this Perſwafi- 
n firm unto their Lives end, and not be Children like, 


ed to and fro, &c. 1 1 


In creating upon theſe Words, I ſhall make it my Buſi⸗ 
nels to ex poſe and Aſcouſtenance the inſincere and inconf 

ant Profeſſors of Religion, with a real Intention to co | 
nce all, and without tf * of Swing Juſt occaſion df f 
Offence to any. | 
In the ſecond Place 


' 

* 

b 

* 

* 

| ! 
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I ſhall. obſerve to you how ſuch Perſons fuffer them 

ſelves to be blown about backward and forward, a8 to $; 
cular Affairs and worldly Converſation. 

1 ft. Certainly the Language of Scripture (were it 
often and as intentively conſider' d as it ought to be) my 
needs convince the World of the Oanger of religiou 
Mutability, of the hazard Men run in altering their poo 

| Principles, in changing their well: grounded Opinions, 
forſaking the good Old Way of Worſhip, and encourg 
ging the Setters up of one New ; And for trivial ſligh 
Objections, ſuch as the , Scripture no where ſo much 21 
countenances, but ſpeaks loudly a diſlike to. 
St. Paul, St. Tames and St. Peter © (Perſons certainly t 
be regarded far beyond Pretenders without Commiſſions 
with one Voice preach Conſtanc and Perſeverance ; Thi 
former of which, after having raisd the Souls of his A 
| ditory with a Narrative of Death and Reſurrection, (Dil 
courſes of the moſt powerful Prevalence): clefes up a 
with a Be he ſtedfaſt, unmoveable,” as you obſerve in that 
Leſſon the Church has wiſely inſerted into our Burial 
Service. #*. ͥ/ ST 
Neither was this Advice only to the Cgrinthiſle- ſuitableſ 
but alſo the Coloſſians, and indeed all Sther®Chriſtian:Y 
Coloſ. 8. 6, 7, 8. Where St. Paul preſſes. that chi be 
eſtabliſn d, rooted, and built up in the Golpel, and 
Chriſt Jeſus, in oppoſition to Seducers and Meceſtets; 
St. James too in the ſame Language gives the advice, wif 
abliſh your Hearts, Jam. 5. 8. The Word importing 
the heigth of Conſtancy and Settlement, and is l 


a * 


L 3] 
buſed in the Old, Teſtament ; for Inſtance, 1 Chron. 17. 
jou may read it five ſeveral times in the {ame Significa- 
ton. a ah Na 
Then St. Peter, the laſt of the Three I mention d, ex- 
borting his Flock to the ſame Intent, after having bid 
hem to be ſtedfaſt in the Faith, prays that God Almighty | 
yould eſtabliſh, ſtregthen and ſettle them. The Inſtru- 
ton being of that Conſequence, as if he , thought one | 
Word (though of very cowprehenlive, Senſe), was not 
ficient, without the Addition of two weighty Ones 

ore n 27 7 Dis „ $11 * 44 dic” 4 WS 
What now can our modern Windlings offer in Defenſe 
of their Variablęneſs in religious Matters, and Inconſtancy, : 
r Unſettledneſs in ſecular? Affairs and worldly Coverſati. 
n? I muſt eonfeſs, a Man muſt have more than ordina- 
Confidence chat expects to confute Perſons obſtinately | 
{voted to Errors, impudently warranted for ſacred Truth: 
le the Arguments never ſo fair or forcing, ſo that (as the 
World goes) e are under an unhappy Obligation of be- 
iolding the Blind lead the Blind, though we are Divanely | 
lured both will falF into the Ditch; neither mild nor 
laſh Means prove available to prevent it; the firſt is not 


ane bearkened to, the latter loudly proclaim' d againſt: 80 


lar where tliere is ſuch (I had almoſt ſaid) an Impoſſibi- 
ity of freeing Men from their Errors, What can we do 
nore that heartily pity them and leave them in them? {| 
| Being then neither in hopes to gain thoſe We never had, 

tor yet to recall ſuch as have departed from us, all the 
vantage we expect from our Diſcourſes of this Nature, 
0 8 TY 


[4] 
is to ſecure thoſe that hold up ſtill witkr us; and if the 
Event prove better, twill be very grateful, though un 
expected : Be not "therefore Chilanlike, Teſſel to and 
fro, &c. 
For beſides the main part herein advis d; viz. that 0 

ſtanding firm to our Religion, (to the Thame of thoſe 
that have itching Ears, hunt aſter Novelty, and in the 
end totally fall away from the Faith they are bapti 
ꝛed into) here are ſeveral good ne 1 vely 
en. ws 
2 As that. we be not at any time fo far 'wro 
the common Vogue as to do any thing offen . * tho 
| {ome very much applauded and practis d: Whatever th 
Ignorant think, the Multitude of Voices, cannot rende 
any thing really Good or Bad; for the true Merit « 
the Matter commands our Approbarien, and when we ar 
plaud what we ought to condemn, we moſt certainly of 
fend. Therefore in all publick or private Occurrencet 
our Faith ſhould ſteer our bom og . oug: Fun 
guided by bot. 
| Every, one ſees abundantly more fall Stones lad trud 
but gives a valuable preference to the latter: The Maj 
rity in all Caſes is no Rule, but when Ser hae ung 
Reaſon are of that fide too. 
| In the ſecond place, we are adviſed: not to allow 0 
| ſelves ſeveral Liberties, becauſe we ſee others do. 
No Example has warrant for us to imitate,” bitt ſu 
| as tends to the Glory of God, and 1 rue om 
h our own and others Souls. 1 


[#3] 

Some Men, aHow-themlelyes unlimited Liberty, 5 , 
ſrictly bind themſelves up at things indifferent, and let 
looſe at ſuch as are neither lawful nor expedient. ; Som 
few in the World obſerve a. fine Decorum, a. delightful 
Medium, an innocent Rule, neither to be vain when they 
ſhould be ſerious, NOT too reſerv d, when they may, be Fa! 
cctious and Gheeriul : This without doubt is the moſi 
Chriſtian Temper, the maſt Divine Diſpoſition, ; and 
where-ever the Wind blows furiauf] 11 


* 


y on the one hand or the 
other, let us not fuffer our ſelves to be Toſſed to and fro 
or carried ahant with it.. 4 
There are likewiſe Rules and Proportions to be ob 
ſerv d, even in the exerciſing indifferent Diverſions, which 
muſt be ſquared according to the Circumſtances of Age 
Profeſſion, Quality, andi the like; (ſome things being nol 
fit for old Men, Magiſtrates, che Clergy, or any Gentle 
man to act, which would. pa 8 un · cenſur d in Youth and 
the Vulgar,) of which I, need. not giye any Inſtance} 
And not to dwell her too Jong, I ſhall cloſe up: thi 
Point with the Recommendation of this ſafe Rule, 24 \ 
that Scripture be the conſtant Guide to our Tilcretion 
and that we conſult both to direct our practiſe. = 
Thus far then as to Religion in general. —_ 
2dly. This Adviſe concerns us as to our Converlationl 
United and conſtant, Leagues of Friendſhip, and the gen | 
ral Society delighted. in by Mankind, cannot well lg 
maintain d without following this Counſellors Maxim, 


not being Toſſed to and fro, &c. 
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"LEP 
Fo r he that is firm to his Profeſſion, reſolute to his 
ful Proteſtations, punctual to his Appointments, un. 
jaſs d in giving Verdict, impartial in Cenſure, Faithfur 
> his Truſt, a Lover of Anti iquity, an hearty Wilher for 
he publick Welfare, nduRious in his Calling, and not 
a in other Mens Matters: Such a Perſon in all proba- 
ility may prove an excellent Friend, a ka N 
int, and a very good Chriſtiaa gn. 
"Whereas they. that act 4s the Text deſkribes, common. 
run counter to every one of "theſe Characters; they 
dom profeſs that Religion, but what ö Times change) 
hall fuit beſt wirh their intereſt. * 
'T am afraid the Religion of ſach- (if they dane any) 
Joes not look into another” World, but rather makes a 
Pod of this; and fo their Worſhip varies, According to 
ts Viciſſitudes and Changes. Under Pretence of the ſtrid- 
ſt Ag you ay hear them crying up Reformation 
peedy Reformation! Reform and Reform! till at of 
Children- like „they crack the Shell and loſe che Kernel; 
Ice ſome unskilful Artiſt, clarifie till the pureſt Parts are eva 
borated. The Grand Enemies to Proteſtant Religionc ould - 
lever have contrivd a ſpeedier Downfal than by Aera 
mongſt ſuch ſort of People, (WhO wait for what falls and are 
pr picking up every ching) ſo many different Principles, ſo 
pany ſtrangely curious Opinions, ſuch CaſuiſticaÞSeruples, 
bd ſuch Niceties of Conſcience, with fo many ſalſe Doctrines, 
are now by Multitudes embrac d and upheld, as to the 
ne, ſtumbled · and ſtuck at as to the other: And there i 
8 b queſtion to be made, but originally this Bane: of the 


| | | Refor- 


|] 


MS © 
Reformation was there firft compos'@;”- ſcatter'd: by the 
Accomplices here, and firſt pick d up by the Perſons cha 
racteriʒ d in the Words of my Text: The deſign of then 
being to ſtain Proteſtaniſm in general with Error and Fall 
ſity ; and thereby to carry through the World in tri 
umph their Doctrine of Tntallibility. Methinks this ha 
appear d ſo long unmask d, that we thould all unanimouſſj 
joyn together to baffle their Conſultations, and bring they 
Policy to naught, and not daily open wider Breaches te 
let the Enemy in upon us. eic 
BU 299 Toe 


1 


This ſort of Men are farther diſcommendable, if we ex 


amine them upon other Accounts; for alight excuſe ſhal 
at any time evade their firmeſt Promiſes and Appoint 


ments; They are perfwadable in a moment to alter the 
fed Reſolution of ſome Years paſt; their neareſt F riends 
can have have no *ertain' Aſſurance of their Fidelity! 
good Cuſtoms had never been old; could chey have pte 
rented it; in All heir Deſigns, ſhould the publiek Good 
chance to be at the bottom „their private Intereſt ſhall mofi 
ſurely beat the top; they are profeſt Enemies to our A poſtle 
rudy, To be quict and "do your *own Buſtneſs·- Noi 
vernment can be long. livd, if the Breath comes 4olely 
from them. 1 can {carce bring an Inftance of any rem 
Good they do; and therefore let us catefully keep aut d 
their numbers, Their Accuſation is Inconiſtaney In th 
moſt extenſive Senſe; and they that are gr osfly gut yo 
that will find at the bottom of the Indictment, Inhultice 
Treachery, Malice, and almoſt every thing repugnantity 
Charity, laid to their charge. is Hiſto 


_— 


; Hiſtorians, Sacred and Civil are Enemies to it, writ 


with ſharpneſs and ſeverity againſt it. One old Writer Ml # 
ompares the inconſtant Man to melted Wax, that is ready tl 
o take every Lmprefiion, and applied to the Fire, retains MW © 
Bone {0/7 20 dads wane ot "ont "oh ir 
St. James calls him the double minded Man; The dowble- tl 
branded Man, ſays he, ic unſtable or inconſtant in all his W 
bays, Jam. 1. 8. He cannot-cafily have a worſe Chara- MW 7! 
aer; and with that J leave bim a while, and paſs on to WM n. 
conſider, — „ „ H 
| 15, That, though Scripture particularly (When it E. 
mentions Stedfaſtneſs, and the like) means concerning our WM fo 
[Faith and Fundamentals of Religion, ſuch things as arc WM *2 
Uirectly neceſſary to Sal vation; yet ſurely it muſt like. C 
wiſe intend that we do not depart from any thing that i; W. 
ruly Ornamental to Religion, or that moſt gloriouſ) D 
ers forth the true Worſhip of God; And of this who E⸗ 
gare to be Judges? Who ſhall determine between Decency 
and Order, and things irregular or ynhandſome ? Shall 
every individual Perf expect his Opinion ſhould take pri 
place? That will never be allowed reaſonable ; for WM 80 
to the Concerns of that Law, by which we hold our 
[Titles and Eſtates, and which is the Fence that ſecures to 
zus all our worldly Poſſeſſions, viz. the Law of the m 
Land, we very contentedly fit down and are ſatisfied with Sh 
the Flection of ſuch a number of Judges by whom all un 
our Controverſies ſhall be decided. Now, though the 10 


ame Law has made a very good Proviſion, as to Eccleſi- 
aſtical Matters in Queſtion, we are not eaſy to acquieſce 
| * | | Fs - © 3 in ug . 
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ROT” 7 NOOMIIOAT 

in ſuch a Determination': But every Man, according to 
the ſtrength © of his own Conceit, ſhall put in his 
Objection againſt eſtabliſh d Uniformicy. I wiſh that 
in every other reſpe& Men had ſo vaſt a Concern for 
their Spiritual Eſtate above their Temporal, as they 
would ſeem to have in this: But alas the contrar 

appearing, gives juſt ſuſpicion that theſe Doubts did 
not ariſe ſo much from an entire love of Trutb and 
Holineſs, as out of a deſire of Pre- eminence, and for 
Emulation fake. I would not be thought unjuſtly cen- 
ſorious, and wiſh that any thing could be thought on 
to amend the Rents, and recruit the decay ing part oi 

Chriſt's Church: The decay ing Part, I „ the 
whole ſhall never run to decay, in ſpight of all the 
Devil's below, and their moſt dextrous Agents upon 

Eartnn. 1 prog n 


>4 , „ 70 I Fn) 7 
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But I fear my Wiſhes are, and other Attempts will | 
prove, all in vain; fince nothing but, departing, with, | 
good Order will give any tolerable Satisfaction. 

* 5 7 1 Yd «TT 01 25 nenn; A RI 1 


deveral of you here know, that Propoſals have been | 
made, and Endeayours uſed, for the n dee | 


= S - Fr VELO 1 fighe fe 4 
Sheep under one Shepherd, but have. hitherto. prov d, 
unſucceſsful © And no wonder; for Repentance, has, 


been preach'd theſe 1 700 Years, and no genepal rhei 


- 
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Nov ſhould the Governours of the Chureh and State 
yield to aboliſh ſome Ceremonies retained, in hopes 
of a purer Uniformity in Worſhip, I am afraid the 
Reformation would prove of - another Nature than 
many inconſiderate Zealots may expect. For I take it 
for a Truth, that a ſevere Reſtraint (were any ſuch 
thing in our Church Government) is much ſafer than 


too large an Allowance. 


I édon't tell you that I have any peculiar Venera; 
tion for any thing disliked by others; but this I muſt 
fay, that the Authority that recommends Things of 
mdifferency to my Obſeryance, or injoyns them (if 
you, will have it ſo) ought to over-weigh my on 
articular Fancy; for tis no more where my Faith 
ig not at all concern d. If reaſonable Terms would 
ſatisfie, they would be readily comply d to; but of 
this we have very ſlender Hopes: For if once the 
Doors of the Church be open d to let in (as they 
call them) weak Conſciences, not only our Form in 
Baptiſm, our particular Services for the Sick and Dead, 
our Poſtures, Geſtures, and the like, will be object. 
ed againſt ; but tis to be fear d (by what Profane- 
neſs and Atheiſm we daily ſorrowfully hear of) that 
our Saviour Cbriſt ſhall be Undeify'd, the Work of 
the Meſſiah ſer at nought, as well. as, that excellent 
Form of Prayer, compoſed by his Holineſs and Wil 
dom. Nay, the whole Trinity may be called in "cj 

| ſton, 
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ſtion, the Goſpel it ſelf rejected, and a new Inſpira- 
tion be ſer up to amuſe the ignorant World; but ſuch 
a one (God knows) as will be attended with Shame 
and not with Glory, with Conjuration and Witchcraft, 


rather than Divine Miracles. Now if there be ſuch a 
Danger in opening the Doors, what muſt they have 
to anſwer for, who keep the Keys? Could there be a 
Security - given of Chriſtian Religion (in the true 
and pure Senſe of it) flomiſhing, by delivering up 
ſome of the eſtabliſn d Ceremonies, (to ſatisfie the 
weaker Brethren,) and retaining no-more than what 


all Judgments ſhould agree in, as neceſſary to keep up 


think, that every good Member of the Church of 
England would joyfully. embrace it: But who pretends 
to offer it? Till then we may moit reaſonably be ex- 
cusd ; nay, ſhall be moſt highly commendable, if we 
do not ſuffer out ſelves to be Toffed to and fro, and 
carried about with every Wind, &c. but remain firm 
and ſtedfaſt in our own Principles ; it ever having been } 
accounted moſt baſe and diſhonourable to depart from 
ſuch as are good. I 


_ 24ly. We are farther ' to conſider, that às to our | 
Converſations, we are not only called to hereby to 
maintain the Honour and Credit of © that Society or 
body of Meirwe belong to, by Jawfully' ſecking the - | 
Advantage and Welfare of it, and by being faithful 

| CT 2 and 


good Order and prevent Confuſion, I am inclined to 


g « wr 0 * 
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and true in the Execution of all Offices falling to our 
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But likewiſc in particular, to obſerve the Rules of 
private Friendſhip and the {trifeſt Fidelity without the 
leaſt breach; for this will be allow'd a Rule in Divi: 
nity and Morality, that when we are fngly bid not to 
do-any thing unrighteous or unjuſt ; chat. Dehortative 
by an eaſy Inverſion, becomes an Exhortative: If we 
muſt not do unjuſtly, we are under an Obligation of 
doing the contrary, viz. juitly. So if we are ad- 
viſed not not to be Toſſed to and fro, &c. becauſe the 
Conſequences are in many reſpe&s evil. An induſtri- 
ous Diſciple preſently learns what he muſt do, from 
the Conſequences of what he is directed not to do. 
When we examine. the Reaſons why we are prohibi- 
ted, we ſoon find enough to determine our ſelves: I 

am commanded not to take away the Lite of my Neigh- 
bour, in that I am alſo commanded to. preſerve his 
Lite. „ UN SOR BY 


The Apoftle exhorts us, not to be Children-like, To- 
ſed to and fro, and carried about with every Mind, Kc. 
It being inconſiſtent with our Duty to God and our 
Neighbour in ſome particular Reſpects. 


* 


It betrays the publick Intereſt, puts Natters on 


float, and threatens Danger to a Community: It vio- 
| + +2. hates 


ates true Friendſhip, and does ſuch private Miſchieſs 
* before mentioned Therefore I will endeavour to 
abſtain from it, and what in me lies, think it my Duty 
to prevent others from doing miſchief by it; and not 


0 » 4 


only ſo, but likewiſe put in praiſe thole Virtues that 
others Miſ-name, it not ſet at defiance. 0 7 


We are divided into Counties, Corporations, Pa- 
hes, and ſeveral diſtinct Families: In which tis ob- 
ſervable (much to every good Man's Sorrow) that. 
there are Parties and Sides, from whence that Say ing 
becomes verified, That Diviſion. begins commonly at 
lone, and thence Diſturbance is begot abroad. Now 
where there are ſedate and diſcreet Maſters and Go- 
ſernours, a fixt Rule of Buſineſs is ſet, Offices parti - 
iy alotted,” Directions to perform them given, 
ad every one ſome Employ to buſy himſelf honeſtly. | 

if he be ſo gnclin'd; and 'tis the neglect of ſtick;- 
's W's cloſe to this orderly living that creates all manner 


i miſchief. _. 


When once Idleneſs gets in, farewel good Order; 
e corrupts another, till at laſt it becomes difficult to 
ape the Contagion : Lies and Scandals engender 
eh, Malice and Hatred grow apace, Faction and 


4 


Aim naturally ſpring among them. 
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” Every 
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Every Man's own way is beſt; the ignorant are gar. 
td about with the Wind that blaws moſt to them ; 
and ſo the Love that ſhould be generally TON from 
one to another 1 18 ſwallowed. up. 


When os Corinthians, miſled by FOE impure * 
ducements, were one. for Paul, 3 for Cephas, 
and a third for Apollos; St. Paul told them the incon- 
venience of ſuch a Contention ; Love is the Bad ge of 
Chriſtianity, Strife the Honour of Devils. 


Let us then unagimouſly. reſolye upon the Attain- 
ment of theſe two Characters, ſo we ſhall avoid theſe 
Temptations ; and they are, to befor ever Juſt 2 Faith. 
ful. Now I think 158 Perſon deſeribd i in th e Text 
cannot pretend a Claim to cither; as We ſha prove. 


upon Examination of him in "—_ of | his s Creator, bis 
Neighbour. or himſelf. _ 


* 
. * . 
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iff. In reſpect of his Oventon, he may nity be o- 
cherwiſe * 1 


oa Almighty, by bis own Ha. by oh, GR 
ſty Ambaſſadours, out of his own. Mouth {pake to the 
Children of the Earth, and gave them to W 
that an Obedience to ” fac Commands as he impos d 
upon them, would be exacted from them upon the 
moſt ſtrict and ſevere Penalty; and becauſe no Perſon BM 


ſhould | | 


— — —— — 


E. 

ſhould plead Ignorance in the Law, two Tables of 
Stone were prepared ; on which were the Command: 
ments legibly engraven, and then expos'd to the pub- 
lick view and peruſal of all People: Whence it 
came to paſs that in moſt of our Churches we have 
thole Commandments in great Capital Letters fairly 
dan, and phcd in ſuch a manner as every Perſon 
n. entering the Church, cannot but behold them, and. 
| ought to obſerve them. 


Nov the Perſon before chardReriz'd bas ne 3 
of thoſe two. Tables laid to his Charge, and what he 
can offer in his Defenſe is paſt finding out; for his 
h. W conſcience muſt certamly tell hum (his Pradtifſt having 
o declared to the World,) that he has adord more 
than one God, or not the true One; That he has ad. 
mird the Efforts and Extaſies of Carnal Deluſion, en- 
wuraged the Raptures and ſteies of Enchiuf. 
is and Sorcerers ; and that he has too frequently at. 
tbuted the Incongruities, Contradictions, Barbarifins, 
and I with J had not Reaſon to ſay). Blaſphe | 
Wcciferations of Men, uſurping Priefthood to the . 
tediate Guidance and Direction of the Divine Spirit: 4 
rtainly this is no wiſe conſonant to either of the 
o Characters recommended . | ave eller 
What can ſuch a one ied Tm "Om Unt TIRE 
lation, Thou haſt. had other Gods but me f It ap- 


pearing! 


r wy" 
pearing farther, that he has bowed down to Baal; fo 
he Truckles, Cringes, Sneaks, and Complies to even 
Propoſal made to him: Let but Intereſt out. Weigl 5 
Religion and Reaſon, his Adoration is commonly pail 
for before-hand, and. the higheſt Purchaſer is ture off 
his Knee, and moſt humble Service: Thou haſt mac 
to thy ſelf 4 graden Image, will certainly be a cuttin 
Clauſe in ſuch; a Perſons laſt Arraignment. It cannaf 
eaſily be ſuppoſed that ſuch a one ſhall not have take 
the Lord's Name in vain ; for commonly he commi 
his moſt notorious Villanies in the name of the Lord 
or upon pretenſe of ſupporting his Cauſe. | 


His: Holy Name, frequently in the Mourks « of ſuch 
ſeems to ſanctify their ill Deſi igns to the Blind and If 
norant, they not being eaſily perſwaded, that Lord 
Lord“ could have any other Original Riſe than of 
of a clean Heart, eſpecially hen utter d with EN 
diſtortedly lifted up, and Hands extended ready 


embrace our Saviour that moment. 


4 


That 9 Leſion, Ian Religio, neither ſhoulf 
nor will ever be forgot. 


What Miſchiefs have been added under 8 N 
Godlineſs? What Treachery has been found unde " 
0 
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Such as theſe are they that will moſt ſolemnly. in 
voke God Almighty to juſtifie the greateſt Falſities 


eig Theſe are the Men that ſell their Salvation to gai 
bay their worldly Ends; and none can doubt but the 
„breach of the Third. Commendment will be laid upo 


them. Again, 


it tin 4 44 
= | Does ſuch a Perſon keep Holy the Sabbath Day 7 


The Lord knows: I am taught that Good cannot 
ariſe out of Evil; and I would ask whether Love can 
proceed from Diviſion, Faith grow ſtrong whilſt wa- 
vering, Hope be advanc'd by Uncertainties, or Chari 

ty upheld by Obſtinacy ? Theſe Impoſſibilities con- 
rm my firſt Aſſertion, That ſuch Perſons cannot be 
allowed juſt. and faithful to God. oo 


Neither, in the ſecond place, are they to. their 
Neighbour. They neither Honour Father or Mos 
ther, or any Superiour, but by fits; they pay no re- 
ſpe& but what 1s either purchaſed or kao 21 the 


= Notions of true Obedience, a Senſe of untainted 

WJ Loyalty weigh little with them; they do not love 
e WJ things of an Obligatory Nature: Bounds and Limi- 
W tations they. hate, but when they have Power ſtreights 
h to fix them upon others. | ' vl 


D. | Patron 


„ 
Fatrons and Parents are alike diſregarded by ſuch, 
when Controul is us d, though upon never fo juſt and 
neceſſary Occaſions. | 


Their Wills and their Humours, their Profits and 
their Pleaſures are the principal Commanders of their 
Obedience and Submiſſion, and they make them ſub- 
ſervient to every thing embraced, let better Matters 
never ſo ſtrongly oppoſe : So that what ExpeRation 
they can have of the Promiſe of long Life is not eaſily 
diſcernable. 


| But Thirdly and Laſtly, As they are thus found 
neither faithful and juſt to their Maker, nor their 
Neighbour, even the ſame meaſure they mete unto 
themſelves; For that which I take to be, one of the 
chief Comforts of Life, they deprive themſelves of, 
and that js, to be beloved and had in eſtimation by 
wile and good Men. Wan ad 


Every ſober, ſound and goodprincipled Man is fear- 
ful of falling into the Company of theſe Perſons. 


| For they are continually miſapprehending Mens 
Meanings, they miſ-interpret their Words, make falſe 
Conſtructions of their Deſigns and Actions, and ate 
very apt odly to miſrepreſent every one that herds not 
with them. 4 


| Nay, 
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Nay, their very Aſſociates, Abettors and Accom. 
ices themſelves, are conſtantly miſtruſtful and jea- 
bus of them ; and we rarely find a great deal of 
Love where there is but a little Suſpicion. 


From all which I think there needs no clearer De- 
pnſtration, that every ſuch Perſon, as the Text points 


; neither appoves himſelf juſt and faithful. to his 
bod, to his Neighbour or himſelf. B 


o conclude : Let us all keep conſtantly united in 
e Service of God, continually in Amity with one 
pother, preferring our Heavenly Intereſt before any 
ther upon Earth. „ n 71319 n 


klet us honeſtly and induſtriouſly follow our allotted 
uineſs, and k®qg, every Man to his own particular 
ling with Diligence. 


Let us, as Members of Chriſt upholding the Unity 
his Church, as Members alſo of the Body we live 
„ ſtudy to preſerve the Safety thereof; every Per- 
mn heartily wiſhing, and earneſtly endeavouring the 
al good of the Fraternity he belongs to. 


na word : Let us be fincere in all our Pretences to 
ed and Man; never let us do any thing particularly 
ltivated by Profit or Pleaſure, by Wrath or Envy, 


4 
| 
through 


* gh rriſe or for Pre-eminence;- not in pecull 
3 when 'others are juſtly offended at what We do: Bu 


not born ſingly to ſerve our ſelves, but firſt the great 


manner of thing to, but what we cou 4 moſt calm 


2 


Redeemer, Chriſt * Amen. 


Gratification to our own ſingle ene, and Fancit; 
let us conſtantly carry this in our Minds, that we are 


God of Heaven and Earth that made us, and then our 
Brethren, Jew, Gentile, or Church of God ; Whom 
let us love (as our Duty to our. Neighbour obliges) 
never thinking to deceive or over:reach, or doing any 


and unconcernedly bear they ſhould do to us; and let 
us pray God of his conſtant Goodneſs to add ſtrength 
to our Endeavours, for the fake of our moſt —_ 
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